Current Topics in Experimental Endocrinology, Vol. 3 by Beardwell, C. G.
BOOK REVIEWS 671
graphy, and the discussion for each paper is
fully reported.
It is clear from this volume that although
much is now known, further effort is required
in this field, as it may well be necessary to
tailor-make media for individual cell types.
In all, a valuable reference book for any
laboratory involved in cell culture, particu-
larly of more fastidious cells.
M. Fox
Current Topics in Experimental Endo-
crinology, Vol. 3. Eds L. MARTIN and
U. H. T. JAMES (1978). New York:
Academic Press. 220 pp. $24.
This is the third volume of an occasional
series, and contains 7 articles. To some extent
these have a common theme, all being con-
cerned with tumours and hormones, but
otherwise the articles bear no obvious rela-
tionship to each other. The subjects covered
are: tissue culture as a tool in endocrine re-
search, ACTH and related peptides produced
by non-endocrine tumours, 2 chapters are
concerned with breast cancer, and in the
remaining chapters prolactin-producing
pituitary tumours, the biochemistry of
prostatic tumours, and ectopic production of
HCG and its subunits are considered. Each
chapter is up-to-date, with references as
recent as 1977, and provides a wide-ranging
review of the field with numerous references.
All of the authors are still very active in the
fields of work that they review and, in many
cases, a considerable amount of the work
reviewed is their own.
The main value of this type of book is to
provide good, up-to-date summaries of
various aspects of endocrine research, so that
the non-expert can gain a ready introduction
to a subject and easy access to the literature.
All the authors achieve this purpose admir-
ably and for the majority of us, who cannot
claim expertise in more than one or two of
the fields reviewed, it is undoubtedly a very
useful book.
C. G. BEARDWELL